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at Sakleshpur, Hassan District during 1978. 


This book is dedicated to everyone who worked with 
Kondajji Basappa in building the Scouts and Guides 
movement in Karnataka, some of these names 
do not find mention here, but each one is 
remembered with respect and admiration 


INTRODUCTION 


kaalige swalpa doora, kannige swalpa hatthira 


for the feet, a little distant; for the eyes, a little closer 
action, a little distant; the vision, closer 


From Manteswamy Mahakavya 
(Manteswamy was a folk hero who lived during the fifteenth century) 


It’s difficult to write about a man who in all likelihood would shy away from an exercise 
such as this book, which seeks to commemorate him. Look at his photographs - he’s 
either looking down at the earth or directing our attention to something or somebody 
else that he himself is paying attention to - and you'll know that this is not a man who 
liked taking center stage. Kondajji Basappa would participate in such a project only, 
perhaps, if someone convinced him that such a book would help someone else or aid 
the Bharat Scouts & Guides: a movement that was so dear to him that he did not think 
twice before getting work done for it, no matter if it put him to discomfort. This was 
Kondajji Basappa, politician and Scout - minister at the state and centre and State 
Chief Commissioner, Bharat Scouts and Guides, Karnataka. 


Everyone you speak to will tell you stories that attest to Kondajji Basappa’s simple 
nature; they will also share anecdotes that illustrate his honesty and deep commitment 
to the Scouts and Guides movement. Imagine a politician who never arrives late for an 
event, a politician, who when his car breaks down on a highway, along with his wife, 
hitches the first highway truck to reach a Scouting event where he is eagerly awaited. 
Here was the sort of man you would think exists only in stories: utterly honest, simple, 
hard working and the best man to have on any job. But Kondajji Basappa, born to the 
farming couple, Ningappa and Halamma in the village that his name brought fame to — 
Kondajji in Chitradurga district - was all this in real life. 


The strength of character that made Kondajji Basappa’s influential and wealthy father- 
in-law, Shri. Channabasappa offer his daughter, Sarvamangala’s hand in marriage to 
Kondajji Basappa, only grew and strengthened with age. Kondajji Basappa’s native 
goodness, tinged with the unworldly desire to make others happy, made him someone 
who was sought out for all kinds of assistance. These qualities did not serve to embellish 
Shri. Basappa’s worldly status, but it earned him immense good will and affection. 
Many are the instances of Shri. Basappa helping out his clients, during his practice as 
an advocate, not only by declining his fees, but also putting them up in his own home 
during the course of the trial and ensuring that they had the fare to return to their 
homes! As his family members and friends point out, none of this was of any practical 
use, it only added to the burden of financial constraints that they bore, but for those he 
helped, he was, and still is, always remembered with gratitude. 


Even in New Delhi where Shri. Basappa lived for a while, in his South Avenue flat as an 
MP (1971) and later as Deputy Minister at Shahjahan Road (1972- 1974), his home was 
always full of guests. They could be VIPs like F T R Coloso, former Inspector General 
of Police, who stayed with him for six months; or an old acquaintance from college like 


Dr. Shadaksharaswamyy, former principal of Central College, who was there on a UGC 
inspection; or even just people who had come to seek his assistance in some matter. And 
in all this time most of his own children never had the opportunity to even visit Delhi. 


In his political life, too Kondajji Basappa seems to have practised this blend of 
unworldly detachment to power and position coupled with a focused dedication and 
sincerity. As H Y Ramaiah, another close aide in Scouts & Guides, put it, “he was a 
very good politician, very popular, very helpful, but he did not know politicking.” As 

a minister, Kondajji Basappa was known to have clean hands and a visionary zeal in 
carrying out measures to ensure the welfare of various sections of society. Among his 
most visionary political endeavours were his focus on education, the setting up of youth 
hostels for backward classes and castes, and his work on the Panchayati Raj report. 


Kondajji Basappa held the posts of minister in both state and central cabinets, but he 
was not one to cling to any position, and when the occasion arose, he did not have the 
least hesitation in handing in his resignation and walking away nonchalantly. Close 
associates recall that he headed straight to a Scout camp, where when questioned about 
the resignation, he simply waved it off saying, “It’s done, just forget it,” and immersed 
himself joyfully in the events of the camp. | 


As a politician, if Shri. Basappa was mild-mannered and low-key, as an office-bearer of 
the Scouts and Guides, he was quite the opposite: he was fired with a potent vision of 
how the Scouting philosophy was to be put into practice for the thousands of children 
for whom scouting could become an invaluable lesson in living life with honesty, self 
reliance and a love for nature. Shri. Basappa worked with fiery zeal to strengthen the 
movement in the state; having come into Scouts at a young age and becoming the State 
Chief Commissioner of Scout and Guides, Karnataka: a position he held for 18 years. 


All through his life, Shri Basappa never owned much property, and was constantly in the 
doldrums financially, but as an executive of the Scouts & Guides, he not only enabled 
the acquisition of land and the construction of buildings across the state, making 
Karnataka Scouts, the holder of the largest Scouts property in the country, but he also 
ensured that the movement was rejuvenated in the state, and its functioning was well- 


greased and streamlined. It was his vision that turned the barren hillocks of Kondajji 
into what 1s now a famed camp site. 


Those who knew him closely recall the understated but sincere warmth and affection 
that he brought to relationships. ‘The Chigateri brothers, of the Shankara Textiles and 


Chigateri Mills of Davanagere, for instance speak of how when their father, a close 
friend of Shri Basappa, died, he took on the responsibility of keeping an eye on them, 
he was, they say, “a godfather” to them. Colleagues and those who worked under him 

in various capacities, remember Kondajji Basappa as a boss who it was a pleasure to 
work for. Others recall his simple affection and his lack of any formality when it came to 
personal relationships. 


From his humble beginnings in the Kondajji hamlet, his education aided by the 
generosity of well wishers and lingayat educational institutions, Shri. Basappa travelled 
to Bangalore and obtained a degree in Science in 1938, and then post-marriage, 

went on to study Law in Pune. In 1941, Kondajji Basappa started his legal practice 

in Davanagere, as an advocate and two years later, in 1943, he took his first step into 
formal politics when he was elected into the Chitradurga District Board and became its 
youngest President, in 1944. In 1962 and 1967, he became an MLA from Davanagere 
and was twice elected as Member of Parliament - in 1971 and 1977, from Chitradurga 
and Davanagere Lok Sabha seats. 


While such a trajectory might seem meteoric, it proved to be a lot more circular in 
Kondajji Basappa’s case. Because with every advancement in his political career, he 
would also strengthen his roots back in Kondajji, culminating in the verdant 100-acre 
campus of the Kondajji Scouts and Guides Training and Camping site, where his 
samadhi lies today. The site is acknowledged by one and all, as bearing witness to his 
selfless commitment; a place he worked on for more than a decade. But then again, 
should you credit him with this work he would in all likelihood either wave it away, or 
perhaps name every single volunteer and the work they did in order to prove his point. 


When thirsty, I offer myself a pitcher of water 
When hungry, I give myself a morsel of rice. 


Allama Prabhu (12th century mystic saint), translated by H S Shivaprakash 
in I Keep Vigil of Rudra 


THE POLITICIAN 


He was a good politician, very popular and very helpful, but 
he did not know politicking. 


— Shri. H Y Ramaiah, Ex State Organizing Commissioner, 
Scouts Bengaluru, October 2015 


Kondajji Basappa’s youngest son Mohankumar Kondajji, 60, remembers that despite his 
father being an MLA or MP the family was often in some form of financial crisis: “He 
sold one house in each election. He sold a house in Davanagere for the 1967 election 
and another when he contested in ‘77. Instead of ‘deputy minister’ my mother would 
jokingly call him a ‘duppidi’ (a rough raw-wool shawl) minister, She always said that 

we were so much better off when he was a practicing advocate and wished he would 
leave politics.” He remembers how through his adolescence and youth, he heard and 
understood from the people around him that his father had an unshakeable reputation 
as an honest liberal politician whose simplicity prevented people from treating him as a 
little god, in a time when that was the way politicians were generally treated. 


Dr. K Sreenivasan, who retired as Director General & Inspector General of Police, in 
2001, believes that Kondajji Basappa’s honesty was unique. Sreenivasan illustrates this 
assessment in the context of his own position in the quasi-judicial body, RTA (Regional 
Transport Authority) Chitradurga, as Superintendent of Police, during the period June 
1976 through Dec 1977. The RTA also included the Deputy Commissioner (Collector) 
and Chief Engineer. Shri. Basappa was the MP from the district and also Sreenivasan’s 
neighbour. According to Sreenivasan, the RTA of Chitradurga was a hotbed of political 
lobbying by private-bus operators to get bus routes, timings and stops allocated in their 
favour. At that time, Chitradurga along with 9 other districts, was the regional exception 
to the nationalisation of the state’s road transport services. Sreenivasan says that almost 
every small time political leader or their cronies would call him to get desired allocations, 
but he never received a single phone call from Shri. Basappa. 


Shri. Putappa Patil, ex-Rajya Sabha member and the former editor of the one of 
Karnataka’s most popular political weeklies, Prapancha, at 96 is just as sharp in his 
criticism of the political climate today, as he was when he ran the weekly. He also 
remembers Kondajji Basappa as being honest and fair, even when the odds were often 
stacked against him. He recollects how the hostilities between the two lingayat subcastes 
of sadaru lingayats of Sirigere Mutt, (from which Kondajji Basappa hails) and the more 
prosperous Banajiga lingayats, led to a situation where Kondajji Basappa was not trusted 
by either of the powerful mutts of the two subcastes. It’s common knowledge of course, 
that the Murugarajendra mutt’s hold on politics was strongest in the period from the 
1940s through the 1970s. “Despite this lack of trust in him,” says Shri. Patil, “Kondajji 
worked to get land grants for the setting up of various educational and cultural 
institutions affiliated to both the mutts.” 


Sreenivasan feels strongly that though Kondajji was a congressman, “he was a communist 


at heart. He was always on the side of the poor. If it was a poor man who went to him, 
I'd get a call from him but if it was any rich industrialist, or a bus operator, I never 
got a call, even though I knew that these people were putting some pressure on him to 


intervene.” 


As a political leader, Sreenivasan says, Shri. Basappa was a man of few words and 
sometimes it was difficult to determine what he wanted. “Naan helidinn, (I’ve already 
said it) he would say cryptically, in his characteristic soft voice, when asked for further 
direction, And it was left to us to interpret his words. If I did something for him he 
would make it a point to thank me the next time he saw me. He was generally not 
someone to intervene in everyday administration”, says Sreenivasan. 


Shri. P G R Sindhia, the present State Chief Commissioner of Scouts & Guides, 
Karnataka, and former Minister of Finance, Home, Transport and Health, remembers 
Kondajji Basappa’s role in the post-emergency period, when he briefly left Congress to 
join the Janata Party, because of his close association with Babu Jagjivan Ram. Sindhia 
recounts his interaction with Shri. Basappa during the historic by-election when Indira 
Gandhi contested from Chikmagalur constituency after losing the 1977 election in Rae 
Bareily; an election watched closely, both, nationally and internationally. 


“Tn 1978 when Mrs. Gandhi contested from Chikmagalur, Devraj Urs, the Chief 
Minister of Karnataka, was leading the campaign for her, while George Fernandes led 
our campaign. Our candidate was former Chief Minister, Veerendra Patil. Kondayji 
Basappa was made in-charge of the finances of the entire election campaign and I was 
deputed to assist him. I spent nearly 45 days with him, we lived in the same room. The 
way in which he handled the finances, the party workers, and the many people we met 
every day, was exceptional. Many leaders, like A K Antony, who had resigned as Chief 
Minister of Kerala, came to offer support and witness the potential defeat of Mrs. 


Indira Gandhi. Though the campaign was a failure, I learnt a lot from Mr. Basappa,” 
he said. 


To this day, Shri. Sindhia marvels at what an honest politician Kondajji was; he recalls 
how the unspent and unaccounted campaign money, which in most political parties 
even now, would get distributed amongst campaign leaders and party workers, was 

duly returned to the then party president at Basappa’s insistence. “I can’t tell you how 
unusual this is,” Sindhia asserts. He also remembers that post the Congress victory, even 
as they were all anxious about how to leave the district without facing mobs of jubilant 
Congress workers, Kondajji Basappa just took a public bus out of the district. 


Most people we spoke to feel that his decision to leave the Congress was his biggest 
political mistake, but all of them acknowledge that for Kondajji Basappa, it was simply 
a question of loyalty. Loyalty to Babu Jagjivan Ram, Union Minister and the National 
President of Bharath Scouts and Guides who he held in high regard and to his 
immediate circle of mentors and friends which included Shri. § Nyalingappa among 
others. “He was always a true congressman,” says Shri. Sindhia, “for him there was 


really no difference between the principles of the Janata Party and the Congress that he 
had entered politics with”. 


Shri Babu Jagjivan Ram, Shri D.Devaraj Urs, Sri HM Channabasappa, B. 
Parameshwarappa (MLA) and K Rangappa(MLLC) at a breakfast 
meeting in Chitradurga, 1969-70. 


* 


Shri Kollur Mallappa, Shri Kondajji Basappa, Shri Babu Jagjivan Ram, President, A.I.C.C 
Congress (R), SriDevaraj Urs, Sri H M Channabasappa, Sri K Rangappa in a tractor rally 
of the Congress (R) at Majestic Circle, Chitradurga town after the historic split of the 

Congress in 1969-70. 


a JOINING — 


Ts « even n then Space | 
At this ween Le oaeca : 


-Basappa, who had got tired of the machinations of local 
level politics and of continuing neglect from the State Con 
leadership, surprised everyone by joining Janata Pa: ty, along 
Sarojini Mahishi, both of whom had been ministers in Indira 
cabinet. The word in political circles is that Kondajji Basap a’s 
to the Janata Party was fuelled by the growing corruption in the Stat 
Government and continuing isolation from the party, , as well as by ai 
close association with Babu Jagjivan Ram, Shri. H N Bahuguna and Shri. 
Chandra Shekhar. ee a. 


Sreenivasan points out that Shri. Basappa was a man of few words and that “his only 
assessment of people was whether they did the nght thing or not. It didn’t matter 

what caste or party they belonged to.” Mohankumar remembers that being an active 
member of the SFI, in his youth, had led to almost no tension at home, even though he 
was actively campaigning against the Congress. “My father never cared. In fact when I 
visited him in Delhi, he took me to the parliament where we met senior CPI(M) leader 
and MP, Jyotirmoy Basu in the corridor, and my father happily introduced me to him 
saying ‘this one belongs to your party’. 


Even during his first election in 1943, for the post of District Board member, under 

the Mysore administration, his friend and biographer Mudenur Sanganna reports 

how a guileless Shri. Basappa was campaigning for his rival Kumbaluru Phakirappa 
before he realized that his father-in-law Gowdra Channabasappa was working towards 
making him apply for the same post. In 1944, Kondajji would become the youngest 
president of the Chitradurga District Board and he worked for the next two years on 
setting up infrastructural projects such as educational institutions, electricity services, 
water distribution networks, hospitals and roads in a largely rural landscape. Sanganna 
believes that it was only Kondajji Basappa’s personal charm and skilfulness that allowed 
him to transform a predominant trading hub like Davanagere into a district recognized 
for its educational facilities. | | 

It was a few years after Kondajji had lobbied with local philanthropists and the 
administration to set up a high school in every taluk, a government college in 
Chitradurga, an engineering college and the Bapuji Vidya Samsthe in Davanagere, 
Sanganna reports, that senior Kannada writer A N Krishna Rao, popularly known 

as Aa Na Kru, remarked while addressing a literary meet in Davanagere, “I thought 
the people of Davanagere carry only the blood of trade in their veins, and think 

of literature as a variety of cotton, but I am delighted by seeing the strength of this 
audience for a literary meet and how wrong my assumptions were.” ‘The credit to 

this, says Sanganna, goes solely to Kondajji Basappa. Sanganna also adds that Shri. 
Basappa’s commitment to education included “arranging for accommodation in his own 
house for students from remote villages.” The biography also records that for Kondajji 
Basappa the cause of backward caste communities was a personal concern. 


Shri. Basappa, avers Sreenivasan, was one of the few politicians he has met in his nearly 
50 years of service, who was never motivated by his caste affinities. Kondajji Basappa’s 
son Shanmukhappa Kondajji says, “my father, be it in Scouts work or as a politician, 
made sure he always picked people from different backward castes and religious 
minorities to ensure that diverse interests were represented”. 


Shri Kondajji Basappa in discussion with the Vice President of India, His Excellency 
Dr. B D Jatti, in 1976 at Davangere. 


Sanganna notes in the biography that the first question Shri. Basappa would pose 

to school authorities on his visits to the taluk schools would be about the strength of 
Dalit and backward caste students. Others too corroborate Sanganna’s view of Shri. 
Basappa’s belief in education as the only means of emancipation for Dalits, adivasi 
communities and OBCs. Kondajji Basappa, during his tenures as MLA and MP, either 
actively campaigned for, or supported, the construction of hostel facilities for students 
belonging to marginalised groups. Sanganna also records Shri. Basappa prevailing on 
many rich land owners to donate lands to the landless. 


An anecdote by V Hanumantappa, a district board official in the mid 1950s, recorded 
in the biography tells the story of Kondajji Basappa stopping mid-journey when he 
heard a child’s wail coming from a lone hut on the outskirts of a village. After making a 
couple of inquiries at the village, Shri. Basappa discovered that a young mother and her 
newly-born infant, were being quarantined in accordance to a ritualistic practice of the 
Kadu Gollas, (Yadava sub-caste) residing mainly in Tumkur and Chitradurga districts 
of Karnataka. Food and water for the mother was poured into a single pot kept outside 
and pushed into the hut with a stick. Many a mother and infant had died due to lack 
of nutrition and proper shelter in these huts. Within a week Shri. Basappa had elicited 
a promise from community leaders to stop this practice, and also immediately began 
working towards setting up a maternity home in that village, which he achieved in six 
months. ‘The practice unfortunately is wide spread and continues to this day. 


In Seva Chethana, the souvenir, published in 1990, Justice Mir Iqbal Hussain recalls how 
Kondajji Basappa actively promoted the establishment of a huge leprosy hospital at 
Kondajji Village for the Kushta Chikitsa Sangha (Leprosy Cure Association), when most 


other organizations had refused to accommodate them. 


Mohankumar Kondajji sometimes thinks his father was a naive politician, who would 
speak his mind, particularly about other political leader’s petty corruptions. “My father 
would say ‘Oh he takes money, he only works for people from his caste,’ and he’ll say 
these things with a laugh, not realizing that it could be used against him”. Mohankumar 
remembers that this would often get his father into trouble with his peers. 


At the same time, it is clear that Kondajji Basappa, from all accounts, was a shrewd 
enough politician to know that he could change people's views and actions only by being 
an exemplar rather than by attacking petty corruptions with a revolutionary zeal. He 
was never known to be confrontational but as someone who quietly and conscientiously 
went about doing more than his share of work. 


This attitude to his political career seems to have gained him the respect of both 
political allies and rivals. Perhaps it is this pragmatic assessment of political life that 
drove Kondajji Basappa to invest his more revolutionary energies in the Bharat Scouts 
and Guides movement. 


Shri Kondajji Basappa, Deputy Minister of Co-operation, Govt. of Mysore. 


° Reserves: for women _ 

* Constitution of Gram Sabh 3 

® Establishment of Nyaya Panchaya _ 

° Chief Executive Officers were to function —— a 
adhyaksha’s powers | _ 
Constituting the State c Panchayat Council | 


I recall instances when someone was in trouble, he would 
say, “Come, let us go to Shri Basappa, he will help us out.” 
Even as a minister, he was not proud of his high office, but 
tried to be of assistance to anyone who came to him for help, 
however low in social status they may be. 


- Shri. T A Mohan (Retired Superintendent of Police) 
From Seva Chetana, 1990 


His contribution to the field of education was laudable. 
His earnestness in promoting the welfare of the youth 
was commendable. We all recognize that we continue to 
remember him by what he accomplished in his life. 


- Shri. P Paramasivaiah (Former Professor, Bangalore University) 
From Seva Chetana, 1990 
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Deputy Minister for Co-operation, 
Mysore, Shri Kondajji Basappa having 


a word with the President of India, Shri Kondajji Basappa with Prime Minister 
Shri Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan at Smt.Indira Gandhi and Karnataka Chief 
Rashtrapathi Bhavan, New Delhi. Minister Shri D Devaraj Urs. 


, Bas ie a “ ae _ : “a 
His Excellancy V V Giri, the President of India, administering the Oath of Office to 
Shri Kondajji Basappa, Union Deputy Miniter For Health And Family Welfare in 1972. 


Smt.Indira Gandhi, Prime Minitster of India was present. 


SAV 


In 1973, Union Deputy Minister, Health and Family Welfare, Shri Kondajji Basappa 
addressing a meeting of seniors officers of the Health Department in New Delhi. 


Smt.Indira Gandhi, President of AICC calls on Shri S Nijalingappa at his residence at 
Chitradurga. Smt & Shri Veerabhadrappa Chigateri, Smt. Murigemma Nijalingappa, Shri 


ene 


Kondajji Basappa, Shri B V Nagesha Shetty, Shri Kotarappa, Shri G Shivappa, and Shri 


Kondajji Shanmukhappa were present. 
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1973 Union Deputy Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Shri Kondajji Basappa 
represented India at an International Conference on Family Welfare held in Manila, 
Philippines. Shri Basappa seen with Asian delegates. 


Shri. Kondajji Basappa was very good and useful for the 
society. He did well as a politician and he served the cause of 
the poor and downtrodden. 


- Shri. Margada Mallappa (Veteran Congress leader and former minister) 
From Seva Chetana, 1990 


During 1973, Shri Kondajji Basappa, Union Deputy Minister for Health and Family 
Welfare and Dr. Karan Singh, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare at the All 
India Institute of Speech and Hearing, Mysore. 


One should ever remember persons like Shri. Kondajji 
Basappa who devoted himself for the cause of Rural 
development. 


- Shri. K G Maheshwarappa (Former Member of Parliament) 
From Seva Chetana, 1990 


Shri A R Badarinarayan, Minister for Education inaugurated “Prof. P Sivashankar 
Circle” at State Head Quaters. Former Chief Minister Shri K H Hanumathaiah, 
Administrator of the Bangaluru City Corporation Shri N Lakshman Rau, 

Shri Kondajji Basappa, Dr. H Narasimhaiah were present. 


He was one of our dynamic, devoted and decent public men, 
who has struggled hard in life to serve the country, without 
any anticipation of the benefit. ‘“Work is its own reward” 
was the motto of Kondajji. He did not aspire for any position 
or power. He was always smiling, always amicable, always 
laughing, away from petty prejudices. There was no rancour 


or prejudice in his dealings as a servant of the people. 


- AR Badarinarayan (Former Member of the Legislative Assembly & 
E.x-Education Minister, Karnataka) 
From Seva Chetana, 1990 


Shri Kondajji Basappa seated alongside State Co-operation Minister, Shri Ramakrishna 
Hegde, Shri R Bharanaiah, Shri Vasudev Rao and Shri C. A Jamakhandimatt 
at the Conference Hall, Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore, 1966. 


He resolved to devote his life to the service of the society 
and the community. In addition, he also acquired some 
additional notable qualities to fit himself as a public servant, 
among these, his simplicity and modesty, his unassuming 
and unostentatious attitude towards all, young or old; one of 
his other admirable qualities is that he cannot be roused to 
anger and that he would not harm even a fly. 


- Dr. S B Kausik ( Biologist and Commissioner for Research and 
Development, Bharat Scouts and Guides) 
From Kondajji Camp, 1981 


My old and respected friend, Shri. Kondajji Basappa, MP and 
the State Chief Commissioner, Bharat Scouts and Guides, 
Karnataka (...) has a meritorious record of service to the 
state and the country in many capacities. 


- Shri. D Devaraj Urs (Chief Minister of Karnataka) 
From Kondajji, 1976 


Shri. Kondajj Basappa, M P has had a variegated career. 
He was an educationalist, a corporator, a legislator, a 
parliamentarian and Union Deputy Minister, and above all, 
a Scout. The dominant note in his life is an urge to serve the 

people and the community. | 


- Shri. B R Bhagat (Former Speaker, Lok Sabha) 
From Kondajji, 1976 


At the inauguration of “Harihar Polyfibres Swimming Pool” at the Kondajji Scouts 
campus. His Excellency, the Governor of Karanataka, Mohanlal Sukhadia, Chief 
Minister, Shri D Devaraj Urs, Association Vice-President, Mr. Justice Mir Iqbal Hussain, 

Dharma Ratnakara R Maddurayappa, State Commissioner (Scouts), _ 
Shri V P Deenadayalu Naidu, District Commissioner, Shri M K Pani, Shri K Rangappa, 
and State Chief Shri Kondajji Basappa are seen. 


State Chief Commisioner Shri Kondajji Basappa, curiously watching the discussion 
between literary giant Dr. G P Rajarathnam & Dr. S B Kausik (a distinguished leader of 
the Scout movement & Kondajji Basappa’s teacher at Central College, Bangalore) 


Shri. Basappa’s public life is one of dedicated selfless 
service. His pure and simple life is a model for others 
to follow. His love and affection for the rural folk and his 
untiring efforts to solve their problems have won the hearts 
of the poor and helpless. 


_ Shri. H M Channabasappa (Former Minister for Public Works) 
From Kondajj1, 1976 


Shri. Kondajji Basappa has made a remarkable name not 
only in the state of Karnataka, but also outside the state, 
who by dint of hard work has been able to dedicate 
himself to the cause of rural masses. 


- Shri. S M Krishna ( Former Chief Minister of Karnataka) 
From Kondajjt, 1976 


Chief Minister Shri Nijalingappa and State Chief Kondajji Basappa at the inaugural 
function of Scout Bhavan at Chikkamagalur along with Shri KR Bharath, | 
District Commissioner (Scouts). 


* No one worked for Scouts as he has - Kondajji Basappa is 

the architect of Karnataka Scouts. Basappa was also a loyal 

congressman; he discharged the duties and responsibilities 
assigned to him with dedication and care.” 


- S Nyalingappa, former Chief Minister of Karnataka State, 
( Quoted by Mudenur Sanganna, in Kondajji Basappa ) 


Shri. Kondajji Basappa is a senior statesman and a dynamic 
leader, selfless social worker and an able parliamentarian. 
He has served the state and the country in various capacities. 


_ Shri. R Gundu Rao (Former Chief Minister of Karnataka) 
From Kondajj1, 1976 


Maharaja of Sandoor Y R Ghorpade, Shri Mallaradhya, Shri Gundu Rao, Mrs Octavia 
Albuquerque, V K R V Rao (MP), Shri Deendayal Naidu & Kondajji Basappa at Sandur 
(Bellary) Bharat Scouts and Guides rally 18-23rd October, 1975. 


Shri. Kondajji Basappa is a close and intimate friend of 
mine for more than 35 years. I was watching Shri Basappa’s 
career both in the legal profession and in the public life. 

I used to feel happy about his steady progress in the two 
directions. His amiable nature and pleasant manners drew 
many people towards him. His popularity spread fast and 
he was inevitably drawn towards an active political career. 
His services as a legislator and Deputy Minister in the State 
Government and also in similar positions in the Union 
Government are known to all. But it is a matter of common 
experience that political offices generally form a slippery 
ground and that unless one can avoid jealous eyes and is 
capable of tactful manipulation of circumstances around 
him, he will not remain firm or long in any office. So it 
happened in the case of Shri Basappa. Though he came out 
of ministerial positions within a few years yet everyone had 
a kind and sympathetic word for him and used to express 
appreciation for his goodness, painstaking nature, devotion 
to duty and fair view of men and matters. 


- Shri. D H Chandrasekharaiah (Senior leader &Former Minister) 
From Kondajji, 1976 


Shri Kondajji Basappa with the Chairman of Manipal Academy of Education, 
Dr. T MA Pai and Shri T Ramesh Pai in Manipal. 


Union Deputy Minster for Health and Family Welfare, Shri Kondajji Basappa with the 
founder of the Ghataprabha Co-operative Hospital, Dr N S Hardikar, 
Hon’ble Minister, Shri K H Patil and Former Minister, Shri K F Patil and others at 
Ghataprabha, Belgaum District, 1973. 


Minister Mallikarjun Kharge and Shri Kondajji Basappa. 


Shri Kondajji Basappa, Deputy Minister for Co-operation & Excise; 
Ramakrishna Hegde, Finance, Excise & Co-operation Minister 
in § Nijalinappa’s Cabinet, along with Bharanaiah, IAS. 


Union Minister for Transport, Shipping and Communication, Shri Raj Bahadur 
inaugurating a project in Dharwad. State Public Works 
Minister H M Channabasappa, IG Sanadi and Shri Kondajji Basappa are present. 
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Shri Kondajji Basappa, Shri Dharmavira, Governor of Mysore 
and Shri M K Pani, at Scout Campus Kondajji Village. Also seen is Kondajji Basappa’s 
daughter, Manjula (back row). 


Deputy Minister, Govt. of Mysore, Shri Kondajji Basappa with Shri M C Chagla, 
Union Minister for Education at the opening of the building of the Regional College of 
Education, Myscre on August 7th, 1965. 


Sri R Muddurayappa, Sri Kondajji Basappa, Chief Minister D Devaraj Urs 
and Mohanlal Sukhadia, Governor of Karnataka at Kondaijji Village. 


Listen, O lord of the meeting rivers, 
things standing shall fall, 
but the moving ever shall stay. _ 


Basavanna, (12th century bhakti poet, statesman and social reformer) 
Translated by A K Ramanujan, in Speaking of Shiva 
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The first image of Kondajji Basappa, that almost anyone who knew him recollects is of 
him in his scout uniform. A crisp khaki shirt (decorated with the many badges, awards 
and insignia he had acquired since he joined Scouts in the 1930s ), the neckerchief held 
neatly by the group crest slide, khakhi shorts, black shoes worn over knee length socks 
and a side-cap on his head. The transformation of 100 acres of bare hillocks and dry 
land near Kondajji in Davanagere, the village he was born in, into the verdant Scouts 
and Guides Training and Camping site named after him is acknowledged by everyone 
as his most significant achievement. The Scouts for Kondaijji Basappa, was a domain 
of action that he regarded as dharmic duty. One that gave him the energy needed to 
sustain his career as an advocate and later as a politician. 


Very little is known of Kondajji Basappa’s early years in the Scouts movement. 
Mudenur Sanganna in his biography records Shri. Basappa’s friend B Tipperudrappa 
recollecting him playing the role of Kole Basava in the entertainment programmes 
organised during local scout camps. It was only once he started his career as an advocate 
in 1941, that he decided to pursue Scouts work more actively. 


We know that a young Shri. Basappa visited Scouts world jamborees with two of his 
closest friends Dr. Shankarappa and Jayanna Chigateri, both from Davanagere. Shri. 
Jayanna Chigateri’s son Jayaprakash Chigateri, who is the managing director of what 
was once Karnataka’s largest textile mills in Davanagere, who modestly says he was 
‘Kondajji Basappa’s driver,’ still expresses surprise at how unassuming Kondajji Basappa 
was when he'd come to look at the camp site at Kondajji, despite being an MLA or an 
MP. “He would come home and say ‘come let’s go to the camp site,’ and once when the 
car was being serviced he came with me on my bike, much to the surprise of the PWD 
engineers who were waiting for him at the camp site and didn’t expect an MP to arrive 
pillion on a bike.” 


“He would always take a bus to Davanagere, since he didn’t have a car. He would call 
from the bus stop and ask me to pick him up and while driving I would know for sure 
that I would meet him halfway because he would have decided to walk in the direction I 
was coming by. Invariably he would have walked more than half way before I’d spot his 
gandhi cap,” says Chigateri with a laugh. 


A close aide, in fact someone who was reportedly closest to him in his Scouts work, H Y 
Ramaiah, believes that it was Shri. Kondajji who revitalised the then defunct Scouts & 
Guides centres across Karnataka. Ramaiah met Shri. Kondajji, as a young student of 
Tumkur college in 1956 at a state level jamborette. Kondajji Basappa was the assistant 


State Comissioner of Scouts, Chitradurga division then. 10 years later Ramaiah, then 
a Government High school teacher at Chikmagalur and Scout Master, who had single- 
handedly revived the near-defunct Scout unit at Chikmagalur, came to Bengaluru to 
invite Kondajji Basappa for a district rally and camp he wished to organize. 


Kondajji Basappa told Ramaiah that he would come only if the division also arranged 
for tenting activities at the camps. “I took it up as a challenge”, says Ramaiah, “and 
when he came there, Mr. Kondajji Basappa was so impressed that I'd not only organised 
tents but had also ensured that all activities were managed entirely by the young boys 
and girls and with little or no support from the scout captains and scout masters. He 

was also particularly thrilled that we had named our district camp in honour of H 
Venkatramaiah, an erstwhile District Head Commissioner who had done much for 
Scouts in the Chickmagalur division. In fact he was so happy that he cancelled all other 
political engagements he had as a Minister and stayed back in Chikmagalur for 2 days 
and participated in the 2 day camp from morning to evening.” 


Shri. Basappa was impressed enough to immediately offer the post of State Organizing 
Commissioner to Ramaiah. A post that a then 25 year old Ramaiah says he took 

up reluctantly, as he was anxious that he wouldn’t be able to handle the politicking 

at the headquarters. But Shri. Basappa, who was then an MLA in the Nyalingappa 
government, shot down most of his reservations and persuaded him to make the move, 
making Ramaiah the youngest State Organizing Commissioner in the country. Ramaiah 
says that it was only because of Kondajji Basappa that people from outside Bengaluru 
were offered State level office bearer posts. Shri. Basappa himself had faced resistance, 
despite being a Minister, from this urban lobby when he was offered a role as State 
Secretary at the Bengaluru headquarters. But his dedication and charm soon seems to 
have turned everyone’s hearts around. 


Ramaiah remembers that in 1968 there were hardly a dozen trainers for the entire state 
even though trainers, as he says, were the foundation for Scouts activities. Attesting to 
what many others too have described as Shri. Basappa’s hands-on approach to Scouts 
work, he offers an incident from this time when trainers were few and were in high 
demand. 


“A trainer had cancelled his commitment to be part of a camp in Mangalore on the very 
day he was supposed to leave from Bangalore, and we had received an SOS from the 
Mangalore unit. Mr Kondajji lost no time in looking for another trainer. He took me 
along and we went all the way to Yelahanka to another trainer’s house and persuaded 


him to take up this offer, returning home only after we saw him off in a bus.” Modestly, 
Ramaiah also adds, “left to me, I don’t think I would have ever thought of doing this.” 


T'S Lucas, who retired as the Principal of HAL School, Bengaluru, a devoted scout 
master who continued to consult with the National Scouts body well past his retirement, 
was one of the many scout volunteers that Shri. Basappa personally encouraged and 
worked closely with. Lucas describes Kondayjji Basappa as one of the most approachable 
State Chief Commissioners of Scouts and Guides he has ever known. “He would always 
mingle with the students and would shun any effort at establishing hierarchy or special 
treatment being given to him.” 


“He was always concerned about the welfare of students. At all jamborettes he would 
oversee the kids as they ate their meals. He would be the last one to eat,” says Lucas. 
Lucas remembers a Jamborette at the Doddaballapur Annie Besant camp site in May 
1968, that witnessed an unprecedented heavy downpour that caused the camp site to 
be flooded. “In the pellmell that followed Mr. Kondajji arranged for transport buses to 
pick up the students and take them to makeshift shelters in different parts of the town. 
Despite erratic telephone lines, he used all his contacts to settle students at marriage and 
cinema halls and auditoriums, and visited every single place to check on the student’s 
food and shelter arrangements before he even ate,” said Lucas. Ramaiah too recollects 
a completely drenched Kondajji Basappa transporting students and making sure they 
had eaten, and that it was well past midnight before Shri. Basappa himself ate. He also 
remembers that the very next day Shri. Basappa was up early and planning the next 
day’s activities. 


Building the Scouts Movement in Karnataka 


H Y Ramaiah believes that it was largely through Kondajji Basappa’s efforts, after he 
joined the State headquarters and later as the State Chief Commissioner of Karnataka 
Bharat Scouts & Guides, a post that he held till 1982, that the Scouts movement was 
able to revitalise itself. Presently the Karnataka State chapter has the third largest 
membership in the Country. 


Ramaiah says that the three main problems that Kondajji Basappa identified and 
worked on were: to increase the number of trainers across the various districts so 

that Scout activities were not dependent on Bengaluru-based trainers; to increase the 
number of Assistant State Organizing Commissioners from a measly five to its present 


state of 25; and lastly to ensure that annual meetings were held regularly in many 
districts, where they hadn’t been held for years on end. “Districts like Kolar, Gulbarga, 
Chitradurga & Davangere, Karwar and many others had not conducted annual 
meetings and had almost become defunct,” said Ramaiah. 


One indication of the sad state of affairs, according to Ramaiah, was the fact that no 
State level Jamborette had been held since 1956, where he had met Kondajji Basappa 
for the first time, while the association was mandated to hold one every two or three 
years. In 1960, Kondajji Basappa was involved in the organising of a national jamboree 
in Bengaluru where Mrs. Baden Powell, the founder of the Guides Movement, was 
invited as the guest of honour. Mudenur Sanganna’s biography records that Shri 
Basappa had spent a lot from his own pocket for the festival, which he never claimed 
reimbursement for. 


The Trainers’ Course used to be conducted only at the National Training Centre for 
Scouts & Guides at Pachamarhi in Madhya Pradesh under the authorised supervision of 
the Camp Chief of Scouts, India. What Kondajji Basappa did therefore was to request 
the National body to allow them to conduct a training course in Karnataka, just for 

the state, under the supervision of the then retired Gamp Chief, S Neelakanthan. “So 

in 1966, we trained about 24 trainers in one go at a training camp at Besant Park, at 
Doddaballapur, near Bangalore” says Ramaiah. 


Almost immediately, under the continued leadership of Mr. Neelakanthan, they 
organized a Commissioners’ Training Programme at Doddaballapur for the second 
task of rejuvenating the districts. They selected influential people from different districts 
to ensure the financial and social support for Scouts & Guides. Even two ministers, 

Mr. Mallikarjun Swamy and Mr. Maqsud Ali Khan, attended the training, apart from 
doctors, lawyers and social activists from across Karnataka. Over 35 influential people 
from the different districts, many of whom were used to everyday luxuries, experienced 
first hand the radical potential of the Scouts movement. The five day rigorous training 
camp that expected them to carry their own luggage, build tents, dig trenches, 
understand local flora & fauna, is reported to have made a significant impact on their 
lives. “We were able to even invite them only because of the hard work of Mr. Basappa. 
Many of them had arrived in cars, which were quickly sent off, and all of them carried 
their own luggage to the campsite. I still remember the minister Mallikarjun Swamy 
carrying his holdall on his head and minister Maqsud Ali Khan for a long time after 
would introduce me as his teacher, and always mention what a difference it made to his 
life,’ says Ramaiah. 


Before they could take up the third task of ensuring annual meetings in the different 
districts, the State Chief Commissioner Kondajji Basappa along with MR Lakshmamma, 
former deputy speaker of the council who was the then State Commissioner Guides, 
State Commissioner Scouts Deendayal Naidu, Hamida Rahman, the State Organizing 
Commissioner for Guides and Ramaiah, in his role as State Organizing Commissioner 
Scouts undertook an extensive tour of all the districts. “The first thing we did every 
morning in each district was to have a meeting at the 

Deputy Commissioner’s office with the local leaders and the local scout office bearers, 
in the afternoon we would have a meeting of Scout Masters and Guide Captains, and 
in the evening we would have a display of activities by the young boy Scouts and girl 
guides’, he recollects. 


“In that year Mr. Kondajji and I visited the districts twice and came to know the 
problems that each district faced,” says Ramaiah. “For example, in KGF (Kolar Gold 
Field), the secretary was absconding when we went there. We went three times to his 
house and when we didn’t get a response, Mr. Kondajji decided to stay there even 
though we hadn’t planned for it. We didn’t even have a change of clothes. At 9 in the 
night Mr. Kondaijji got the police to break open the district association office and on 
the next day handed over control to the District Commissioner and only then did we 
return,” he adds. 

Ramaiah also recounts many instances, on their travels across the districts, where both 
Shri. Basappa and him have had to sleep on verandahs of houses. He remembers fondly 
how, wherever they stayed, Shri. Basappa would have woken up at the crack of dawn 
and returned after a long walk, while he would still be asleep. 

Iwo other significant achievements according to Ramaiah was recognizing the 
importance of Head Masters in Scouts & Guides Work and the formal registration of 
Scouts bodies as Trusts. 


Recognizing the key role that school head masters could play to vitalise scouting, 

“Shri. Kondajji included a symposium for head masters in our district level meetings. 
In the morning a symposium and workshop was held, where we would address what 

1s scouting, the relationship of scouting to education, the roles of headmasters, the 
group committees, and scoutmasters, etc. Question and answer sessions were also held. 
Information such as whether they have a unit and a trained teacher was available, if 
not would they be willing to send a teacher for training, etc., was collected and the 
information was used later for helping them start units. In the afternoon a model troop 
meeting was held, along with displays such as pioneering, camp-craft, gadgets, etc., and 


ended with a campfire. This helped us a lot in popularising the scout movement, " says 


Ramaiah. 


The second significant change was the formation of Trusts, which allowed the Bharat 
Scouts & Guides across Karnataka to consolidate its immovable properties. “For this 
Mr. Kondajji and I listed all the properties and circulated a model trust deed to all the 
districts, which resulted in forming the trusts,” says Ramaiah. 


It’s important to note that Kondajji Basappa was either an MLA or an MP during this 
period and most people who he encountered during these visits were reportedly always 
surprised that a Minister was personally present to do much of the work. One of the 
many functionaries at the Bharat Scouts and Guides, Jayaram who joined in 1980 as 

a clerk remembers how sometimes Shri. Basappa would go from table to table, visiting 
Case-workers, Section Officers, Under Secretaries, Principal Secretaries and the Chief 
Minister to follow up on Scouts & Guides related work. If we wasn’t doing something 
himself he would be making sure office bearers followed up on the work he designated 
to them everyday. Lucas recollects that Shri. Basappa even made arrangements for 
the State Organizing Commissioner to stay at the headquarters itself so that he could 
convey his directions at all times. 


M M Lonee, ex district Chief Commissioner of Dharwad district, says that it wasn’t 
just in Bengaluru that Shri. Basappa helped with administrative work. “Shri. Kondajji 
would come with me personally and introduce me to the various offices like the Deputy 
Director of Public Instruction (DDPI); and the connections he established then has 
made sure that even today when I walk into these offices, Scouts and Guides work 

gets the priority it deserves,” says Londe. Londe was just a passionate Scout master 

in Dharwad when he first met Shri. Basappa, but like with Ramaiah and Lucas, Shri. 
Basappa hand picked him to offer a more prominent role at the headquarters and at the 
district level. 


Londe also remembers that Shri. Basappa helped the district centres by regularly 
sending the centres much required camping and office equipment. He recollects 
particularly the time when Shri. Basappa delivered utensils for cooking and a cupboard 
for each district office. “What was special was that Mr. Kondajji had sent us two kinds 
of utensils, one set to cook for a 100 or so people and the other set, that could be carried 
around, to cook for the 8 member patrol units. His thoughtfulness about our needs was 
exceptional,” said Londe. “And he would send the best quality of everything! We are still 
using those vessels and the cupboard he sent,” he added. 


It’s hard to say what Scouts and Guides meant to Kondajji Basappa. All we know is 
that his persistent and selfless actions across the two decades from 1962 to 1982 has 
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helped create one of India’s strongest Scouts and Guides state associations. When on his 
60th birthday, friends and well wishers collectively gifted him with a cheque of one lakh, 
needless to say it was immediately donated to the Scouts and Guides Association. Londe 
says that at all jamborees and camps, “Shri. Kondajji would be the happiest boy scout.” 
he best metaphor perhaps for the flowering of the Bharat Scouts & Guides movement 
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in Karnataka is the Kondajji Basappa Training & Camping Centre at Kondajji village, 


Harthara ‘Taluk, Davanagere District. 


Shri. Kondajji Basappa, during a 1942 Scout Commissioners’ Course 
at Dr. Annie Besant Park, Doddaballapur. 


Kondajji did not mix Scouts with politics. He was a special 
man who gave what he should give to Scouts and to politics 
what he should give to politics. 


- Shri. Kandagallu Shankarappa 
(As quoted in Kondajji Basappa by Mudenur Sanganna) 


Shri Kondajji Basappa being introduced to the President of India, His Excellency 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad at a Scout programme in New Delhi. 


Shri Kondajji Basappa (with Turban) with the Karnataka Contingent of Scout Leaders a 
National Jamboree held at New Delhi. He is seen saluting 
the Prime Minister of India Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Dr. Nadig Chandrasekar, Shri Chigateri Jayanna, Shri Kondajji Basappa at 
Lord’s Cricket Ground, London. 


Scout Leader Kondajji Basappa and the leader of the Indian contingent 


Sardar Lakshman Singh, speaking to participants from other countries, 
at the 7th World Scout Jamboree held in Austria,1951. 


Lady Olave Baden Powell, World Guide Chief with the Maharaj of Mysore, 


Jayachamaraja Wodeyar at Bangalore Palace along with National Commissioner, 


Dr. H.N Kunzru and State Chief Commissioner Prof. P Shivashankar, 1960. 
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Governor Sri Govind Narayan planting a tree at Kondajji Scouts Campus. The Minister 
for Finance, Sri M Y Ghorpade and Sri Kondajji Basappa are present, 1976. 


Smt Chandra Govind Naryan wife of Governor Govind Narayan, is introduced to Guide 


leaders at Kondajji Training Centre. His Excellency Govind Narayan, Shri Kondajji 
Basappa, & Shri Maganur Basappa were present. 
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State Chief Shri Kondajji Basappa,Shri G Sivappa Dr. K R Sreekanteshwar received Shri 
T A Pai, Hon’ble Union Minister for Heavy Industries, who participated in a programme 
at Dr. Annie Besant Training Centre, Doddaballapur. 


Union Industries Minister, Shri R A Pai, Karnataka University Vice-Chancellor, Dr. AS 
Adke, Director of Collegiate Education, Smt. Jayalkshmamanni, Shri Patil Puttappa 
(M P) Shri R G Wali (MLA) & Shri Kondajji Basappa 
at the 13th State Scouts Rally, Hubli, 1972. 


National Commissioner, Sardar Lakshman Singh during his visit to Sakleshpura in 1978 
for the 15th State Rally, with State Chief Shri Kondajji Basappa, DPI Shri K Mallappa and 
Sister Vincenza A C, Assistant State Commissioner(Guides) of Mysore Division. 


Governor of Karnataka His Excellency Umashankar Dikshith visited Annie Besant Park 
Scouts and Guides State Training Centre, Doddaballapur. 
State Chief Shri Kondajji Basappa and State Secretary Shri A D Anandan were present. 


Shri Kengal Hanumanthaiah (Ex CM) Shri D. Devaraja Urs (C.M) Smt & Shri B.D Jatti, 
Smt & Shri Kondajji Basappa, Gen. Cariappa, Shri N. Rachaiah and Shri Siddaveerappa 


on the 60th Birth anniversary of Shri Kondajji Basappa celebrated at 
Lalbagh-Glass house Bangalore 1976. 


BW 
SS 
Ss 


ri 


hnaswamy, 


Smt. Lalitha Kris 


iman, 


e 


Mad 


Sumathi 


jji Basappa with Smt. 


Konda 


Sh 


fo4, 
ao) an e& 
ie 
a 
sof § 
Zan Ss 
mR of 
eg A 
Beis < 
o. 9 'f 
o40 4 
Age” 
Mage 
pms 
EZmMY 
a oe-- 
a a 
ao SB 
ee 
fees 
i 
pila 
Sig fs 
gama 
se Aég 
pe oe LCS 
m e-p & 
sage 
gfe 
ALtE 
aoa ee ae 
a2 2 
aa 
Saco 
avis 
ea & oo 
ern 
2 ee 
nA R< 
Sy 
ae a 
om - “S 
ge a & 
2 aQs 
ce 
cass 
ie Sh eS 
sf & a 
ead 
cia 
a we 


Shri Antony Cruz. 


K Raghavendra Rao, Shri K B Nanjappa, 


Shri 


State Minister for Public Works, Shri Kagodu Thimmappa and State Chief Commisioner, 
Shri Kondajji Basappa at the installation of Chief Minister, Shri R Gundu Rao as 
President of Bharat Scouts and Guides of Karnataka, State Scouts Commisioner, Shri V 
P Deendayalu Naidu at Besant Park Training Centre, Doddaballapur, 1979. 


Shri Kondajji Basappa with National Council Members at Delhi along with 
Smt. Leela Anjanappa, Dr. S B Kausik, H R Abdul Ghaffer, 
Miss. Violet Caleb from Mysore State. 


THE KONDAJJI CAMP SITE 


The story of the Scouts and Guides Camping and Training 
Centre, the Kondajji Camp, in the Harihar Taluk of 
Chitradurga District in Karnataka is the story of the 
dedicated and sustained efforts of a man who toiled 
ceaselessly to make a dream come true and that man is none 
other than the State Chief Commissioner of the Karnataka 
State Bharat Scouts and Guides, Shri Kondajji Basappa. 


- Dr. S B Kausik 
(Headquarters Commissioner for Research and Development, 
Bharat Scouts and Guides) From Kondajji Camp, 1981 


Many who had seen the camp site about a decade earlier 
or even five or six years earlier would have thought that 
any plans to develop a camping centre here could only bea 
misadventure, The site was almost bleak and desolate, with 
stones and pebbles all over the sloping hillocks and valleys. 
Yet today, if they revisited the site, they would surely vouch 
for its great scenic beauty. Such is the transformation that 
has been brought about here. 


- Dr S B Kausik (Headquarters Commissioner for Research and 
Development, Bharat Scouts and Guides) 
From Kondajji Camp, 1981 


THE TOWER 


Realists belong to two broad categories: the forthright and the romantic, the prosaic and 
the poetic, the numerous and the select few. Suppose there is an offer of all the parts 

of a huge iron and steel watch-tower gratis, the stark realist says to the would be donor, 
“Please allow me to sell them profitably and out of the proceeds, let me hire a bulldozer 
to have a plot of uneven ground levelled and build a log-cabin or two.” Permission to do 
that is naturally refused. The imaginative realist, on the other hand, promptly accepts 
the offer, arranges for transporting all the materials to his camp site and completes the 
erection of a sixty-foot watchtower, to be the perpetual amazement to the old and a 
proper and powerful challenge to the young! 


-S V Ranganna (Writer and former Professor of English, Mysore University) 
From Aonday, 1976 


The Kondayi Scouts and Guides Training & Camping Center 


Located about one kilometre from Kondaijji village, the Kondajji Scouts & Guides 
Training and Camping Center is equidistant (13 kms) from both Harihara & 
Davanagere towns. ‘The camping centre was inaugurated by Shri. Mohanlal Sukhadia, 
his Excellency the Governor of Karnataka on 8th Sep. 1974 and is a testament to 
Kondajji Basappa’s productive commitment to the movement. This was his one big 
vision. As a project it faced active resistance in its very conception from within the 
Scouts movement. Even his children found it ridiculous that their father had picked what 
looked to them like dry hillocks as a potential camp site. 


Credit to drawing Shri. Basappa’s attention to this land near his village as a potential 
camp site primarily goes to R Chandrasekharan, Asst. District Commissioner (Scouts), 
who by profession was the Horticultural Officer with the department of Horticulture. 
Chandrasekharan, Ramaiah, Londe or Lucas are exemplary of the kind of people that 
Kondajji Basappa personally picked to work closely with; people who, like him, were 
drawn to Scouts work by an inexplicable passion that made them do things for it well 
beyond what they themselves thought capable. 


Chandrasekharan, the son of M H Ramachandra Rao (MHR) who was the founder of 
the Chamundi Scout Group (Bangalore), would combine Horticulture and Scouts work 
wherever he was posted. He would ride his bicycle, even up to 40 kms on some days, 

or trek through the jungles of Chitradurga and Davanagere to create extensive dossiers 
outlining the ecological status of these parts at his own expense. And the dossier he 
created on where the Kondajji camp site stands now is what led to Kondajji Basappa’s 
unwavering faith in this project, even as there was much opposition from within the 
Scouts & Guides association. 


Shri. Basappa began to work on the project almost immediately after he got the 
government to sanction the 100 acres that was needed. He began his work on the 

camp site by getting the wealthy and influential trading and merchant community in 
Davanagere to contribute to the project. The Chigateris contributed an octagonal tower. 
The first guest house was built with the support of Rajanhalli Mudurayappa. M K 
Swamy facilitated the construction of a water tank. Harihar Polyfibres, the swimming 
pool. ‘The playing grounds, parade grounds, the camp fire circle, dining hall, the kitchen, 
all of it was built on donations that Kondajji Basappa personally sought. 

What is perhaps more significant about its construction is that he encouraged Scouts 
and Guides masters and students from all districts to take ownership of the centre by 


facilitating their visits to the camp site to work on it. Londe, recollecting the 
inauguration of the site in 1974 tells us that when the then governor of Karnataka, 
Govind Narayan, in his speech gave full credit to Kondajji Basappa for setting up the 
camp site, Shri. Basappa, who was translating the governor’s speech from English to 
Kannada, replaced his name, in a very matter-of-fact manner, in that sentence and 
credited volunteers and students instead. “Shri. Govind Narayan realized what had 
happened and insisted that he translate exactly what he said but Shri. Kondayjji again left 
out his name. The students couldn’t stop laughing,” says Londe. 


Kondajji Basappa’s second son Shanmukhappa believes that a part of his father’s 
mind, wherever he was, or whatever else he was doing, would be thinking of the camp 
site. Ramaiah says that it was not just the camp site at Kondajji village but every 

camp site that would be on his mind. He illustrates this with the story of how Shn.. 
Kondajji and he had spotted an abandoned metal tower while driving in Bangalore. 
“We immediately stopped the car to observe its condition, found out that it belonged 
to the S J Polytechnic, sought permission to take possession of the metal tower and Mr. 
Kondajji also managed to get the S J Polytechnic management to transport it to Annie 
Besant Park, Doddaballapur camp site where it was erected as their watchtower,” says 
Ramaiah. 


Shanmukhappa says that his father would collect plant and tree specimens from his 
various travels within India and abroad and these would be planted at the camp site in 
consultation with the Horticulture department. 


Jayaprakash Chigateri believes that Shri. Basappa was also very clever in how he got 
work done for the camp site. “He would constantly invite dignitaries to visit the camp 
site and each visit would ensure that roads leading up to the site were repaired or smaller 
camp site necessities got taken care of,” says Chigateri. “He would call me and say 

so and so Minister is coming, organize a tree plantation; and because of the number 

of visits he would be planning I soon started a small nursery at my house to make this 
easier, for me” he says with a laugh. 


Today anyone who has seen the verdant environs of the camp site would be hard- 
pressed to imagine a bare, dry grouping of hillocks in its stead. Shri. Basappa’s children 
voluntarily continue to work on their father’s dream even today. While Kondajji 
Basappa had stayed at many camp sites in his lifetime, it is indeed strange that he never 
found the opportunity to stay at the Kondajji camp site, though he had planned to do so 
many times. Today his samadhi rests there forever. 


Smt Leelavathi and Sri G M Shankaraiah, Chief Conservator of Forests, Govt. Of 
Karnataka with Kondajji Basappa at the main entrance gate of the Scouts and Guides 


Campus, Kondajji village, June 1978. 


K Basappa 


Kind to one & all, Guess who could it be? 
Benevolent to Bharat Scouts & Guides, 
Able administrator as he 1s, 
Sincere and Selfless in Service indeed! 
Affectionate in words and noble in deed. 
Politician of long standing. 
Promoter of Scouting Guiding 
All rounder, he proves to be 


- Hamida Rehman ( State Organising Commissioner, Guides) 


From Aondajyi, 1976 


...he would brook no delay. When he is seized of problems, requiring immediate 
attention, he will not rest till a solution is found. He may be in Delhi, Davanagere or 
Bengaluru. Phone calls would come early in the morning to the State Secretary, State 
Organizing Commissioner and others, making enquiries of the progress made on the 

subject on hand and what is to be done. He will instruct what action is to be taken and 
ask us what he had to do to get things moving. 


- Shn. A D Anandan 
From Konda, 1976 


Kondajji has been for ages one of the thousands of amorphous villages in Karnataka; 
Basappa too is a very common name among the men of Karnataka; but the two in 
combination have produced a unique personality, capable of dreaming complex projects | 
and getting them all cleverly fulfilled. Certainly it is a topic for wonder and gratitude. 


- Shri. S V Ranganna (Writer and former Professor of English, Mysore University) 
From Aondayi, 1976 
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Take care, 
Not of the ground below, 
But of the path your feet and sandals take. 


- Chenniah, the cobbler, translated by H S Shivaprakash in 
| I Keep Vigil of Rudra 
(Madara Chennaiah, an 11th-century cobbler-saint who lived 1n the reign of Western 
Chalukyas, is the first attested poet of the vacana tradition) 


Kondajji Basappa was someone who had wholeheartedly adopted the vacana tradition’s 
principle of kinship and kindness for all living things. Almost everyone who knew him 
says that he spoke like a family member. Younger people remember him as a fatherly 
figure while his peers saw in him an elder or younger brother. Shri. Basappa was known 
for expressing closeness and familiarity with simple gestures; be it by saying unabashedly 
that he was going to have a meal at someone’s house, or just by speaking to them as he 
would to a close relative. “He was so charming that whenever we went to a new district 
on Scouts related work he would right at the beginning tell the local office bearers ’'m 
coming to your place for lunch, and your place for dinner or demand that someone feed 
him breakfast and they would all be floored by his warmth. We got most of our work 
done because of Mr. Kondaijji’s personality,” says Ramaiah. 


Shanmukhappa, Shri. Basappa’s second son, who later stepped into his shoes as the 
State Chief Commissioner Scouts and Guides after his father’s passing, says that his 
father would always throw open their house to people. As the wife of a practising 
lawyer, Kondajji Basappa’s wife, known to everyone as Sarvakka, would have the added 
responsibility of taking care of the food and shelter needs of clients who would have 
come to visit him from distant villages. While an advocate’s remuneration enabled this 
hospitality, Shanmukhappa wonders how his mother managed to still do this even when 
his father was a Minister, with a fixed and limited income. Because even though there 
were no clients, Shri. Basappa would be bringing home young students who didn’t have 
the means to stay in the city while he tried to arrange hostel accommodation for them; 
friends and associates who would have to be put up for a day or two; Scouts and Guides 
office bearers visiting from various districts, and the many others who would land up at 
their home as they were sure of Kondajji Basappa’s hospitality. 


Scouts and Guides official, Jayaram says Kondajji Basappa was a gentle Chief who 
would almost never express annoyance verbally to the people who worked under his 
guidance, and that he was always more than willing to explain matters repeatedly to 
them. Mr. Lucas on the other hand, remembers that he occasionally witnessed Kondajji 
Basappa losing his temper, but this was almost invariably “at the incompetency of the 
paid workers at the headquarters.” He also remembers that the anger would last for 

all of a minute, and that he would be extremely friendly, familial even, just the next 
moment. 


Narasimha, an attender at the Scouts and Guides headquarters in Bangalore, who 
had worked with Shri. Basappa since 1971, remembers that he would always ask if the 
attenders had had their lunch and would regularly enquire after their families’ well- 


being. Mr. Ramaiah also attests to the fact that Shri. Basappa would always ensure that 
people who worked under him had eaten, before he would have his meals. 


Ramaiah recounts an episode from a district- level visit to Gulbarga in 1974. “At this 
meeting held at a high school, when Mr. Kondajji Basappa was the Deputy Minister, we 
noticed that he suddenly got up and went to meet an attender standing far away next to 
a tree, who he then proceeded to invite to sit near him. Some of the well-known people 
from Gulbarga had come to meet us, and I remember that a distant relative of his had 
come to invite him for lunch. Kondaijji refused all invitations and told them that the 
attender who was sitting next to him was his friend from school and that he was going to 
have lunch at his place.” 


Ramaiah and his wife Mrs. Usha Ramaiah, founder of the Karnataka Mountaineering 
Association, who had also worked at the Scouts and Guides headquarters, remembers 
that Kondajji Basappa was one of the few people who had stood with them at the time 
of their inter-caste marriage. “Almost everyone we knew, including Usha’s mentor in 
the association, were vehemently opposed to our relationship and I was threatened in 
many ways, but Mr. Kondajji Basappa was always supportive. In fact, it was not Just a 
silent support, he would introduce me to people chidingly as the person who ‘ran away 
with my teacher’s daughter,’ because you see, Usha’s father had taught Mr. Basappa in 
college.” The fondness with which Mr. Ramaiah remembers this makes it clear that he 
took great succour from the way in which Kondajji Basappa was able to make light of a 
tense situation without necessarily ignoring it. 


After he lost his Lok Sabha seat in 1980, Kondajji Basappa with his eight children — 
seven sons and one daughter, most of them well-educated but not very well off — found 
the going quite tough, financially. Since he had been an MLA, MP & State or Union 
Minister almost for two decades (1962-1980,) Kondajji Basappa did not experience 
isolation from public life, but he faced severe financial difficulties. 


Getting his daughter, Manjula married and settling his other children had got him into a 
financial crisis. He almost came to the point of selling off the only property he owned in 

Bangalore, at Rajajinagara on Dr. Rajkumar Road for a mere five lakh rupees. However, 
Shanmukhappa, his second son intervened by deciding to sell off a prime residential site 

in Davanagere instead. 


Shri Basappa’s eldest son Rajashekar a well-known theatre & film actor and journalist, 
who was considered to be among the most handsome stars of the 1970s, and who was 


the father of two children, was a cause of some worry to Shri. Basappa. Rajashekar 

had acted opposite the famous Kannada actress Kalpana in three feature films - the 
award-winning Mukthi, Namma Makkalu and Anarikshitha. He also had a small role in B 

R Ishaara’s Hindi film Nai Duniya Nai Log. While he always had shown much promise, 
becoming the first president of the NSUI, the student wing of the Indian National 
Congress, Shri. Basappa did not go out of his way to promote his eldest son’s political 
career and was even opposed to it. Rajashekar’s inability to settle down in his personal 
and professional life, made Kondajji Basappa worry a lot, especially after he lost his Lok 
Sabha seat in 1980 and he had more time to look into his own family matters. 


In this period of financial and personal crisis, he continued to seek solace from the 
Scouts and Guides movement and the hundreds of its children. His sons report 

that it was perhaps the only things that gave him Joy, peace and meaning. His son 
Mohankumar Kondaijji also believes that Shri. Basappa’s decision to join the Janata 
Party and the collapse of its early vision due to inner contradictions, could have also 
added to his father’s worries. All these events took their toll on Kondajji Basappa 
personally, politically and economically. 


In a fitting conclusion to a life dedicated to working with children through the Scouts 
and Guides, Kondajji Basappa passed away on Children’s Day, November 14, 1982. 


Ministers Shri M. Mallikarjuna Swamy & Shri K T Rathod, Shri M K Pani, Smt MR 
Lakshmamma, Dr. Sangameshwar Sardar and Sri Kondajji Basappa at a Scouts and 
Guides Camp, Kondaijji village, 1978. 


Prior to his death, Shri. Kondajji was hospitalized with paralysis for over a month/ 

two months at Victoria Hospital in Bengaluru. The Chigateri brothers, who knew him 
intimately since their own childhood, describe the manner in which Kondajji Basappa 
fell ill. Jayaprakash Chigateri, as usual got a call from Shri. Basappa saying he was 
starting from Bellary towards Davanagere that evening and would he be free to come to 
the bus stand the next morning? Jayaprakash, duly went to pick him up, and when he 
alighted from the bus, Shri. Basappa told him that his face felt frozen, and a little later, 
he revealed that all night long, he had sat in a gust of cold air blasting at him through 
the broken bus window — he had felt very cold, but had been hesitant to ask for another 
seat, though both as an older person and an ex-MLA and ex-MP, he was entitled to 

do so. The cold air not only gave him a frozen face, but it was later diagnosed as facial 
paralysis resulting from the cold, and this in turn proved fatal in just a month. 


Prabhu Chigateri, who along with Jayaprakash Chigateri saw Kondajji Basappa as 

their godfather after their father Jayanna Chigateri passed away away in 1974, says, “all 
through his life, Kondajji Basappa could never ask for anything for himself, he was so 
hesitant, so modest and ...and in this case, it led to tragic results.” 

While in hospital, even when he couldn’t speak anymore, Shri. Basappa did not stop 
working. The Chigateri brothers, his own children, Scouts office bearers, and various 
others talk of how he would write questions, “Had such and such task been done?, what 
happened to this or that?, he would continue to follow up on work and wrote down 
instructions for things to be done,” says Shanmukhappa. 


Kondajji Basappa’s fifth son Lingaraj, who was living with his father while his house was 
being built at Davanagere, assisted Shri. Basappa through the troubled last years and 
was also his primary care giver, along with his mother, at Victoria Hospital, Bangalore 
till he passed away. 

When Kondajji Basappa passed away at the age of 67, his death was mourned by many. 
Those who knew him knew that the loss of someone like Shri. Basappa who worked 
selflessly, and was driven with the need to accomplish the task to its best outcome and 
never with the need to win accolades for himself, would be the end of an era of great 
consolidation and progress within the Scout and Guide movement in Karnataka. 


Lives such as that of Kondajji Basappa are rare and they hght up the lives of many 

in their association with others; when they are among us, they inspire action and 
dedication, when they have moved onto their eternal rest, their absence 1s sorely felt. 
As former Justice Mr. Mir Iqbal Hussain put it, “I have lost one of my best friends and 
Scouting has lost one of its best Chief Commissioners.” 


Standing(from left) AJ Naroona, A Bhemappa, S Kariyappa, B V Lankappa, 
Prof.S B Bondade, Kondajji Basappa. 
Sitting(from left) Dr. K V Puttappa (Kuvempu), Vice-Chancellor Dr. V L D’Souza, 
Y Dharmappa, M P L Shastri, H M Gangadharatya. 


Shri Kondajji Basappa with Smt. Sarvamangalamma Basappa. 


Smt. Saravamangalamma & Shri Kondajji Basappa with their Children, 
Lingaraj, Manjula, Ravindranath, Mohan Kumar and Kandagallu Parvathamma. 


At the inaguration of the Statue of Shri Kondajji Basappa. 
Mohan Kondajji, K B Rajashekar, Smt. Manjula VasanthaKumar, K B VijayaKumar, 
Kondajji Shanmukhappa, Smt. Saravamangalamma, Dr. K B Gurumurthy, 
K B Ravindranath, K B Lingaraj. 


Daughters-in-law: Chanchala, Indira, Dakshayini Rajashekar, Leela & Leela 
Shanmukhappa Sons: Ravindranath, Vijay Kumar, Dr. Gurumurthy & Shanmukhappa 
with mother Sarvamangalamma. 


Father-in-law Kandagal Patel Kondajji Basappa’s father 
Channabassappa Gowdru Ningappa 


Kondajji Basappa’s eldest son, the late Rajashekar 


TIMELINE 


Scouts 


1940s: Association with Scout movement. 

1942: Appointed as an Assistant District Commissioner (Scouts) for Davanagere. 
1948: District Scout Commissioner, Chitradurga District. 

1950-1960: Divisional Commissioner of Scouts, Chitradurga Division. 


1951: Indian delegate, Seventh World Scout Jamboree at BAD ISCHI and World 


Scout Conference in Austria. 
1955: Assistant State Commissioner of Scouts, Chitradurga Division. 


1962: Headquarters Commissioner for Public Relations, 
Bharat Scouts and Guides, Karnataka. 


1963: State Secretary, Bharat Scouts and Guides, Karnataka. 
1964-1982: State Chief Commissioner, Bharat Scouts and Guides, Karnataka. 


1968: Awarded the Order of the Silver Elephant by Bharat Scout and Guides, the 


highest decoration in recognition of services to the movement. 
1973: Indian delegate to the World Scout Conference at Nairobi. 


1982: Presented with the Karnataka Rajyotsava Award for meritorious services 
rendered to the Scouts and Guides movement 


Politics 


1946: President, District Board, Chitradurga. 


1948: Member, District Board, Chitradurga. Was awarded with a gold medal for 
Public Service, by the Maharaja of Mysore. 


1950-"60: Member, Syndicate, Mysore University 


1962: Elected to Mysore Legislative Assembly for Davanagere; he was Deputy 
Minister for Co-operation, Information & Excise, Government of Mysore. 


1962-67: Chairman: Mysore State Handloom Advisory Board, Mysore State; The 
Warehousing Corporation; Bharat Sevak Samaja; Panchayati Raj Study Team; Sheep 
and Wool Development Study Team, Government of Mysore. 

1967: Re-elected to the Mysore Legislative Assembly from Davanagere 

1969: General Secretary, Mysore Pradesh Congress Committee. 


1971: Elected as Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) from Chitradurga Constituency. 


1972-°74: Union Deputy Minister for Health and Family Planning, Government of 
India, New Delhi. 


1976: Founder President of Jaladarshini Jnanapeeta, a residential multi-purpose 
educational institution at Kondajji village. 


1977: Re-elected to Parliament from the newly-created Davanagere Constituency. 


Kondajji Basappa’s contributions & 
activities in the field of education 


Member of the Secondary Education Board in the state for 6 years until 1950 


Supported the Adult Education Scheme; Secretary of the District Adult Education 
Association, Chitradurga for 10 years 


Member of the Syndicate of the University of Mysore for two terms from 1951-1960. 
President of the Lambani Hostel in Chitradurga 

Founder Secretary of the Chalavadi Hostel, Davanagere 

Secretary of the Sree Sadhu Veerashaiva Hostel, Davanagere 

Founder-Secretary of the High School at Sirigere. Chitradurga ‘Taluk 

Founder President of the Taralabalu Nidhi Samithi in Sirigere for 3 years 

President of Mountaineering Association Karnataka 


Member board of regents-University of Agricultural Sciences Bangalore- 1968-71 


He brought clarity, and put aside 


confusing words 


Thus he did 
all that needed doing. 


- The Poet Pereyin Muruvalar, translated by A K Ramanujan in 
Poems of Love and War 
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A view of the initial stages of the Scouts and Guides camp envisioned by Kondajji 
Basappa at Kondajji village, Harihara Taluk, Chitradurga district. 


A view of Jayachamarajendra Log Cabins at Kondajji camp site. 


Shri Adikeshavalu, Dr. S B Kausik, Shri Deendayal Naidu, Shri A D Anandan and 
Shri K B Nanjappa at Kondajji Campus main gate, June 1978. 


Smt Octavia Albuquerque State Commissioner Guides and Shri Kondajji Basappa with 
children at the Scouts and Guides XIV Karnatak State Rally, Sandur-Bellary district. 
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“ ...My old and respected friend, Shri Kondajji Basappa, M.P and the State 
Chief Commissioner , Bharat Scouts and Guides, Karnataka... 
has a meritorius record of service to the state and the country.” 
- D Devaraj Urs, former Chief Minister of Karnataka 


“ Politicians play a crucial role in the democratic set up and because they represent 
the people, they hold a great responsibility. Kondajji Basappa's political life 
was exemplary; we can learn lessons in ‘public decency' from him. As for his 
work with the Scouts & Guides, he dedicated himself to it selflessly - I have often 
felt that even when he was sleeping, Kondajji Basappa would be 
thinking of the Scouts and Guides.” 
- Dr. Go Ru Channabassappa, Chairman, 
Kondajji Basappa Birth Centenary Celebration Committee 
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